[Is there an age limit for laparoscopic cholecystectomy? Apropos of 61 patients over 85 years of age].
Bilary surgery in the elderly is associated with high morbidity and mortality. The aim of this prospective study was to determine benefits of laparoscopic cholecystectomy in patients over 85 years. From August 1990 to January 1996, 61 patients (50 women, 11 men) aged over 85 years had laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Thirty seven (60.6%) were at high surgical risk (ASA III). In more than 40% of cases complications were present (acute cholecystitis, gallbladder empyema). Nine patients (14.7%) had choledocholithiasis. Ten (16.3%) conversions were necessary, in 5 cases for choledocholithiasis. Overall morbidity was 9.8%: 2 bibary leaks, 1 pneumonia, 1 urinary injection and 1 lymphangitis. There was no mortality. With excellent pre-operative risk evaluation, laparoscopic cholecystectomy is better than laparotomy cholecystectomy. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy has a low morbidity in the elderly and it allows curative treatment of gallstones complicated or not.